BOROUGH  OR  RUTH  I H 


AMUAL  REPORT  OR  THR  MEDICAL  ORRICER  OR  HEALTH 


Th'  Jlayor,  Alderman  and  Burgesses  of  the  Ruthin  Borough  Cosine il, 

I have  the  honour 

to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944j  prepared  according  to  Circular  49/45 
Wales,  sent  hy  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health, 

It  is  now  possible  to  present  fuHl  statistj.es  without  restrictions  based  on 

security, 

I have  included,  figi^res  for  1943  a^ndj  wliere  possible,  for  England  and  Wales. 
It  is  important  to  note  that  the  fig>ares  for  this  year,  have,  ov^ing  to  war  condition? , 
not  been  modified  by  comparabilj.ty  Ractors  as  the  Register  Office  this  year  have  not  been 
ab|.e  to  give  a reliable  factoro  The  uncorrected  figures  therefore  mahe  the  birt.h  rate 
appear  hi^er  end  the  death  rate  lower  than  last  yearg  nevertheless  the  statistics  are 
satisfactory  in  that  the  birth  rate  is  hi^e-r  an.d  the  deadh  rate  lower  than  for  last  year 
or  for  Engloind  and  Waleso  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  much  lov/er  and  the  Maternal 
Mortality  Rate  is  again  'Ulil'^e 

There  are  4 more  deaths  from  Cancer,  chiefly  amongst  men. 

There  are  less  than  half  the  notifications  for  tuberculosis  than  there  were 

in  1943 o 

There  Viras  once  case  of  diphtheria  in  a school-'Child,  who  had  only  had  one- 
halif  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation.  During  1944  ^ immunised  12  children  of  school 
age,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  over  9^^  of  school  chll.dren  in  the  Tov/n  had  been  immuni- 
sed by  me,  a sli^t  decrease  since  1943. 

The  essential  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Town  has  been  done  by  the  courtesey 
of  the  Ruthin  Rural  District  Council,  by  Mr,  R,  C,  Williams,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
a full  uime  V/ater  Engineer  and  Sanitafy  Inspector  is  badly  needed* 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

’ ‘ ■■■■'  . " ENID  HUGHES  , 

20th,  December,  1945^  , Mod.vcal  Officer  of  B-'Ha.lth, 
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Paratyphoid  I'ever 
Oerehro* spinal  Eerer 
Bvcarleb  fever 

Whooping  Cougi.'. 
Diphtheria 
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Bmall  Pox 
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Puerperal  Pyi^oxia. 
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TUHERGULOSIS 
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Age  Croup  o 
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She  death  occurred  in  a person,  aged  f2*  in  an  “nstitution  aTwr  fro.o:>  no  .re 
where  he  had  lived  for  years „ 


Ihere  is  one  less  not- if  ic at  ion  then  there  was  in  194.% 

CANCiai 

There  were  ten  deaths  from  Cancer  compared  with  six  in  1943*  iihore  .Is 
increasing  use  of  the  radium  facilities  in  Manchester  and  Liverpool  and  patj.enis  attend 
the  monthly  clinics  from  Manchester  at  Wrexham, 


HOSPITAL  ^^BVICES 

The  Emergency  Hospital  Service  at  Wrexham  is  greatly  appreciated,  hut  there  is 
a great  lack  of  teds  in  the  town  for  acute  rases  and  maternity  caseso  T.hls  is  aue  to 

the  fact  that  the  small  hospital  huilt  /originally  hy  the  local  Board,  of  Ciiardiai'Sc  end 
adequate  for  the  Ruthin  Borough  and  Ruthin  ETiral  District r .ae.s,  since  19^:0,  seen  used 
for  Public  Assistance  cases  for  the  whole  rf  West  DenhigI'- shire,  as  the  County  Council 
have  no  other  Hospital  in  the  Central  o Western  end  of  the  County,  with  the  o:u-opoion 
of  a local  Maternity  Hospital  at  C«lwyn  Bay,  This  means  that  acute  cases  ana 
ity  cases,  hitherto  well  accomodated  in  the  loeal  Hospitalhuilt-  ty  local  RaTO  'Payei-s  now 


liave  to  go  to  Wrexham  or  elsewheroc  This  Is  Inconvenient  for  the  Rate- -payers  and  much 
resented*  There  is  a serious » if  not  dangerous,  lack  of  nate:m.ity  "beds  in  the 
nei^hourhood,  as  I have  reported  since  1942o 

There  is  also  a gerious  lack  of  beds  for  ear,  noee  and  throat  cases  with  the 
e.  eption  of  cchool  •hildren,  dealt  with  hy  the  School  Authorities# 


AMBULiNCS  SERVICES 


The  Council  now  contrihute  to  the  upkeep  of  the  Anhulance  run  hy  the  local 
Red  Cross  & St#  John*s  and  which  serves  a groat  need  in  the  Area# 


HOUSING 

The  need  for  houses  is  as  great  in  Ruthin  as  in  any  unhomhed  area#  The 
condemned  houses  in  1939  have  not  all  keen  replaced  and  are  now,  of  course,  added  to  hy 
the  number  which  have  not  been  kept  in  repair  during  the  war^  The  population  has 
increased  by  200  without  the  returned  service-men  and  women  and  there  are  proposed  new 
industries  in  the  Town#  The  Site  for  houses  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
Council  and  eigreed  upon# 


SCHOOLS 

Since  imy  last  report,  school  dinners  have  been  started  in  the  primary  schools^ 
The  dinners  are  cooked  centrally,  but  eaten  in  the  school  rooms,  a most  imdesirable 
state  of  affairs,  especially  as  the  buildings  are  not  remarkable  for  their  good  sanitary 
conditions  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  children  spend  their  dinner  hour  in  the  same 
rpom  as  they  do  their  lessons#  However  in  war  conditions,  the  effect  of  increased  food 
outwei^s  the  disadvantages  and  doubtless  proper  diniixg  rooms  will  soon  be  available# 


SEWAGE 

This  is  still  the  old  agricultural  drainage  system,  working  to  capacity,  and 

must,  in  my  opinion,  be  altered  before  even  temporary  houses  are  erected, 

WATER 

1,  The  Water  Supply  is  deficient  in  quant  1.ty<j  and  nor  when  the  chlorination  is  satisfac- 
tory, it  is  of  Grade  1 quality# 

2#  Racteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  art  not  nox-na-xy  made  but  monthly 
examinations  of  the  supply  water,  after  treatment,  are  made  - lA  samples  v/ere  taken 
and  the  last  were  Grade  1 or  2„ 

3»  No  ^tion  about  plumbo-solvency  is  ttikon# 

4o  No  action  is  possible  abolii}  contamination  at  present  so  the  water  is  chlorinated. 


5e  Proportion  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  mains  to  houses  

5 I : t : : stand  pipes 

Total  House  S'AC, 


ENID  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health# 
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